io          A PROJECT OF EMPIRE
to dispose us to act inconsistently with it. .France may contain, perhaps, near three times the number of inhabitants which Great Britain contains. In the great society of mankind, therefore, the prosperity of France should appear to be an object of much greater importance than that of Great Britain. The British subject, however, who upon that account should prefer on all occasions the prosperity of the former to that of the latter country, would not be thought a good citizen of Great Britain. We do not love our country merely as part of the great society of mankind; we love it for its own sake, and independently of any such consideration."1 Adam Smith, indeed, shows that the sentiment of nationality and patriotism may be pushed too far, and that the "mean principle of national prejudice is often founded upon the noble one of the love of our own country." He admits that France and England may each of them have some reason to dread the increase of the naval and military power of the other, but "it is beneath the dignity of two such great nations to envy the internal happiness and prosperity of the other, the cultivation of its lands, the advancement of its manufactures, the increase of its commerce, the security and number of its ports and harbours, and its proficiency in all the arts and
sciences."'
It is important to observe, however, that even as regards material and economic interests on Adam Smith's view the - prosperity of our own country
1 Theory of Moral Sentiments, part. iv. section, ii. chap. ii.           2 Ibid.